
Wow! Stories from Real Life ©2008 Alta Book Center Publishers, San Francisco, California 
Permission granted to print for one teacher’s classroom use only. www.altaesl.com/wow

Unit 2:  The 75-Year Friendship

It was 1929.
Darwin and Art were 12 years old.   
They were best friends.  
They went hunting together.  
A wildcat attacked Darwin.   
Darwin cried and was afraid.   
Art shot the wildcat.    
He saved Darwin’s life.
It was 2004.   
Darwin and Art lived in San Francisco.   
They were 87 years old.      
Both men were widowers. 
They missed their wives.   
They talked together about many things.
It is good to have a best friend.

Regular Verbs in Past  
attack	 attacked
cry	 cried
save	 saved
live	 lived
miss	 missed
talk	 talked

Irregular Verbs in Past
is		  was
are	 were
go 	 went
shoot	 shot



4A			   Fill in the Blanks (with past verbs missing)

It _____________ 1929.

Darwin and Art _____________ 12 years old.   

They _____________ best friends.  

They _____________ hunting together.  

A wildcat _____________ Darwin.   

Darwin _____________ and _____________ afraid.   

Art _____________ the wildcat.    

He _____________ Darwin’s life.

It _____________ 2004.

Darwin and Art _____________ in San Francisco.   

They _____________ 87 years old.      

Both men _____________ widowers. 

They _____________ their wives.   

They _____________ together about many things.

It is good to have a best friend.



4B			   Fill in the Blanks (with past verbs missing)

It _____________ 1929.

Darwin and Art _____________ 12 years old.   

They _____________ best friends.  

They _____________ hunting together.  

A wildcat _____________ Darwin.   

Darwin _____________ and _____________ afraid.   

Art _____________ the wildcat.    

He _____________ Darwin’s life.

It _____________ 2004.

Darwin and Art _____________ in San Francisco.   

They _____________ 87 years old.      

Both men _____________ widowers. 

They _____________ their wives.   

They _____________ together about many things.

It is good to have a best friend.


